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Prealdent Johnson's Plan of Reconstruc- 
tfion—Call for a Constitutional Convene 


tion. 

Tho plan of reconstruction adopted by Presi- 
dent Johnson, as forcshadowed in tho Nenanp 
and announced in the recent Presidential pro- 
clamationa, ia go eimplo, clear, strong, practical 
and conatitutional as to command the respect 
and support of every reagonable man. Its 
maln feature is to throw the political power of 
the Southern Sinica inte the hands of the poor 

whites of that section, who never had any | 
political control before. Tho negroes and tho 
former negro owners are excluded for tho pre- 
sent from the privilege of suffrage. We estimate | 
tho voling population of the seceded States at, : 
eny, cight bundred thousand, Of these two 
hundred thonssnd belong to the ex-slavehold- 
ing aristocracy, who used to domincer over the 
remuining ex hundred thousand voters, ruling 
them for many yenre, and finally nearly 
ruining them by this rebollion, Now this 
condition of things Ja to be completely 
changed. ‘The six hundred thousand poor 
whiles are to exercise the legitimate 
supremacy of a majority. Through State con- 
vontions, the adoption of new State constilu- 
tlona, the clection of State officers and then of 
members of Congress, they are to bring the 
seceded States back into the Union quictly, 
quickly aud gracefully. President Jobnson’s 
admirable plan settles the reconstruction ques- 
tion moat satisfactorily. j 

But, as the plan which wo hare brieily 
skelcbed oxcludes tor the present the ex-slaves 

and tho ex-slavehotvers, it naturally encoun. 


sapirations, While be ating up the Western 
politicians by hia totters, and presents himsoif 
to the Sonthorn negrovs as their apostle during 
hia tour among the canobrakes, fils frionds and 
organa here are tering o vory large crank for 
the Clef Justice. If thoy can force the Presi- 
(ent to allow the nogroca to vote, and if the 
Chief Juatice, who is doing his own stumping, 
can persuade tho negroes to vole for Chaxo, tho 
noxt Presidency will not he a difficult thing to 
accure. But the worst of it ia that Sumnor, 
Phillips, the Zribune, Post and Lndependent aro 
ag uncclinble ag tbe irrepressible African whom 
they reprosent. Before the Inst election they 
all opposed Mr, Lincoln until they found he 
could do without them, and then they rushed 
back, holter-skelter, into the republican camp 
to ebaro the spofis. If President Johnson con- 
tinues to bo og strong as ho is now, theso 
worthies will desert Chase as they deserted 
Fremont. We commend this aspect of the caso 
to the Chief Justice's ultention. 

On tho whole, it is very probable that tho 
negro anifrage question, which President John- 
son has left to tho several Statca, accord- 
ing to the constitution, will havo to ho 
finally taken up and actiled by  sonstl- 
tutional convention of all the States. Even the 
radicals must adinit that it wonld bo impossible 
to givo the emancipated slaves of the South the 
privilege of voting, like white men, whilo tho 
free negroes of New York cannot voto unless 
they possess two hundred “and Ofty dollars 
worth of ronal esinte. This would be a most 


| Wransparent absurdity, since tho newly freed 


tera the opposition of the negro worebippers of | slaves are totally ignorant, and our Northern 


the North and the negro oristocracy at tho 
South, Wendell Phillips, the Zribune and the 
Post do not like ft, and we preaume that the 
rebel feavera do not like it, These two classes 
of peaple have agreed sv woll in tho past that 
it would be astonishing if they differcd now. 
Our readers will! remembor thot Wendell 
Phillips rejoiced over secession in a public 
apeech when South Carolina rebelled, and 
that the Tribune acknowledged the right 
of sceession aud urged the Sonth to take 
advaniage of St and quit’ the Union. 
The Post, with a dozen chorgea of frand 
Usnging over one of its proprictore, can 
sympathize deeply with those who have been 
opposing the government in another way, At 
any vate, now that beth North and South con- 
cede that slavery is dead, we find tho extremists 
of both sections nniling in ubuse of President 
Johnson. He need cure nothing for thnt, so 
long as the people are with him. Ile fa not the 
kind of man io be bullied by vituperatlve orn- 
tors or fanatical papere. He has determined 
upon his policy and ho will pursue ft to the end. - 
We believe it to be the right policy, and we an- 
ticipate ite complete success. 

Wendell Phillips isa man whose mieston is 
to oppose everything. He first opposed slavery; 
then the Unfon; then the rebellion, and now he 
opposes President Johnson. Among other 
things, he ocengionally opposes himeell. Dur- 
ing ihe past three years ho has been diligently 
employed in answering his own former speeches 
in favor of disunton, Conststency is a jewel, 
which $s, unfortunately, not in his posession, 
He began his. Doston harangne on Wednes- 
day by contending that slavery is nbotished. 


Only o few. weeks ogo, ut the unti- 
slavery anniverrary in this city, be op- 
| posed this very opinion when it was 


enunciated by William Lloyd Garrison, Mo 
then went nto eny thnt President Johnson's 
plan of reconstruction wag “a practical traud 
upon the North.” He denounced the President 
as “n robber” and “a Jef. Davis sycophant.” 
Tle wanted to repudiate tho entire war debt, 
‘whieh the Henan is endeavoring to pay of. 
He gave utterunee to the terrible threat, which 
cbilla ug as we write, tiat he—the great Wen- 
: dell Philipps, the orlyinal disunionist—would 
oppose every step towarda reconstrnetion not 
in accordance with bis awn ideas. He de- 
clared that it would have been far better for 
Grant to surrender to Leo than for the Preat- 
dent to do unything without consulting Wendell 
Phillips, We believe him to be sincere in this 
declaration; but we ulso hetieve that President 
Johnson will not regard the matter of Grant’s 
surrender in that peculiar light, The man who 
was £0 foud of calling the lameated Lincoln 
“a tortoise” and “a elave driver”? cannot haye 
much inflaenee with Mr. Lincoln’s sueccseor, 
is utterances are only iinportant because, like 
4 weathercock, he shows which way the radical 
wind is blowing, and from what quarter we 
may expect a storm, 

Any attentive observer of political events 
can casily see that the effects of President 
Johnson's plan will not cease with the recon- 
struction of the Union. That will be its first 
and immediate result; but tho ultimate results 
Will be quite as Important. It isn philogophi- 
cal ag well nga Practical plan, and it will re- 
organize Southern society and revolutionize 
our national politics, Reconstiuetion is but 
the beginning of the scheme, ‘The poor whites 
or the South, placeg by the President ip the 
supreme political control of that section 
will form oo union with the war demo: 
erats of the North. These two partics 
will at once rally around Andy  Jobn. 
fon, who repreeenta them both: for ho 
began life a¢ a poor Southerner, and ho was 
elveted to the Vice Presidency as 9 war demo- 
erat. The President will consequently buye 
the same close hold upon the. musses of the 
People that Mr. Lincoln had, and he wi} be 
Come as invincible. The opposition of Sun. 
ner, Phillips, the Tribune, the Postand the Inde 
Pendant are thus clearly explained. They are 
working against Johneon in tho interest 
of Chief  Justtea Chase, whose judicial 
robes do not conceal his Presidential 


negroca are comparatively educated. As tho 
constitution leaves tho suffrage question to the 
States, the Slates can alone determine it; and | 
we ave suro that all will agree thnt the best 
| way for the States to deal with it is ia 9 coneti- 
; tutional convention. Should that convention 
! be called, we are hy no means certain that tho 
whole suffrage quostion, ng it aftecis the white 
man and os ft affects the blnck man, onght not 
{ to be revised and corrected. This country fs to 
have a large national debt, unless the HWunarp 
subscription pays it off, and the very existence 
of that debt changes the relutions between po- 
litical partics and the governmeat. Too many 
people have invested in government honds for 
j the iden of repudiation, which Wendell Phillips 
borrowed from Jel. Davia, to become at all 
popular, Taviug a national debt, wo shat! also 
j have taxes, and {hese taxes should bo connect- 
ed with the suffrage question. Of courae we 
helieve in manhood auffrago; but wo believe in 
somethtog more, Every man, white or black, 
should have « vote, provided it be constitn- 
tionally aecorded bim; but men who pay 
taxes should have more votes (hain men who 
pay none. The Internal Revenue liw fixes the 
intrinsic valuo ofa man at ten thousand dol- 
lars by exempting all incomes under six hun- 
dved dollars, which is the interest of ten thou- 
sand dollars for ono year at six per cent. It fol- 
lows that for every six mndred dollars of taxea 
which a man pays he should have one addi- 
tional vote. This plan will not restrict tho aut. 
frage; but will extend if. Mlegal voting.will 
be impossible, since no politician can afford to 
pay aix hundred dolinra for an gingio ballot. 
Property, which supports the government, will 
then have a voice in the government, and Sher- 
man’s barroom toaters can no longer out-vote 
those who pay heavy taxes. In the event of 
& constitutional convention, we may preas this 
plan upon the delegates; but at present our ob- 
Ject is to instruct Megere, Chase, Sumner, Phil- 
lips, and the editors of tle Tribune, Past and 
Independent, tat negro suftrage can be sooner 
achieved by a cal! for such a convention than 
by abusing President Johnson tor his popular, 
practical, conservative and constitutional policy 
of reconstruction. 


